
 The District 11 DAC has persevered and endeavored through a busy February with a re-

newed focus on completing the charges tasked by the Board of Education (BOE).  The cen-

tral effort this month has been in supporting and participating in the District’s strategic 

plan development process.  I want to thank all the DAC members for continuing to keep 

the safety and advancement of our students and schools as the primary objective in all our 

discussions.  Some key accomplishments in the month of February include: 

 The DAC discussed the Social Emotional Learning report presented by Cory Notestine.  

The Gifted and Talented Program evaluation report was shared and reviewed by Ce-

leste Blake.  The DAC also had representation at the information session on the imple-

mentation of the 2020 Colorado Academic Standards. 

 Several DAC members were part of the Core Planning Team that met for 3 long days 

and was instrumental in developing the draft version of the D11 Strategic Plan.  On 

behalf of the DAC, I would like to thank the members who participated in this process 

for the commitment of their time and energy. 

 The DAC hosted the 3nd SAC Training Session on January 31st, 2019.  Representatives 

from 21 district schools listened to District 11 Superintendent, Dr. Michael Thomas 

share the results of the district alignment survey and the schedule for the strategic 

plan development.  The importance of community engagement in the World Café ses-

sions was stressed.  The results of the Demographic Study and the efficient use of the 

Galileo K-12 Aligned District Benchmark (ADB) results in delivering classroom instruc-

tion was also discussed.  The 4th and final SAC Training Session is scheduled for April 

04th, 2019. 

 The DAC Budget Subcommittee reviewed the Summer Enrichment Series and AVID 

programs.  A report will be presented to the BOE at the March 21st work session.  An 

update on the laptop rollout to high schools was provided by John McCarron.  The 

Subcommittee also started the process of reviewing the 2019-20 budget modification 

requests.  The Subcommittee will continue this process in March. 

 The DAC Accreditation Subcommittee received an update on ACT schools from 

Jeremy Koselak and the Capturing Kids’ Hearts program from Cory Notestine.  The 

Subcommittee is also focused on analyzing the 2nd Quarter ADB Galileo K-8 test results 

that was presented by Dr. Eric Mason.   

 

Happy Spring Break from everyone at the DAC! 

Dr. Parth Melpakam 

Chair – District Accountability Committee 
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News & Notes 

D I S T R I C T  A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y  ( D A C )  

Facilities Advisory Committee Invitation 

School District 11 is seeking parents, guardians, community and staff mem-

bers to serve on the Facilities Advisory Committee.  The Facility Advisory 

Committee will review and make recommendations to the Board of Educa-

tion regarding the District’s Capital Improvement Plan and projects.  Please 

see Policy BDF (link below) for detailed information. 

https://www.d11.org/cms/lib/CO02201641/Centricity/Domain/69/

SectionB/BDF.pdf 

All completed applications may be submitted to Maricela Hidalgo, Secretary 

to the Board of Education, at Maricela.Hidalgo@d11.org.  If you have ques-

tions regarding this process, please contact Amber Hickman, MLO Assistant 

at 719-520-2049, or email at Amber.Hickman@d11.org. 

Electronic Application can be found at the link below: 

https://www.d11.org/cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?

 

The Science Fair season is upon us once again.  Three Dis-

trict 11 elementary schools are scheduled to host Science Fairs.  Please consider 

volunteering to be a Science Fair Judge at the schools listed below.   If interested, 

please contact Janit Pollard at janit.pollard@d11.org or 520-2202. 

 Keller Elementary—March 21, 2019, 7:45—10:00am 

 3730 E. Montebello Dr, Colorado Springs, 80918 

 Edison Elementary—March 22, 2019, 8:00—10:30am 

 3125 N. Hancock Ave, Colorado Springs, 80907 

 Stratton Elementary—April 5, 2019, 7:45—10:30am 

 2460 Paseo Rd, Colorado Springs, 80907 

 Regional Elementary Science Fair—April 27, 2019, 8:00am—1:00pm 

 Mitchell HS, 1205 Potter Dr, Colorado Springs, 80909 

Volunteer Opportunities 

https://www.d11.org/cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=260
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DAC Membership 

The DAC Membership for school year 2019-2020:  

  It is not too early to start thinking about DAC membership for school year 2019-2020 .  If any SAC 

and/or DAC member knows of parents or community members who would have an interest in 

participating in DAC for the next school year, please contact Wendy Chiado, DAC Membership 

Subcommittee Chair, at wchiado@aol.com.   All current DAC members will be asked of their inter-

est at a future DAC meeting.  The DAC will also have several key leadership positions open for the 

2019-2020 school year that include:   

 DAC Chair and Vice Chair (Membership Chair) 

  Training & SAC Support Subcommittee Chair 

Please contact Wendy Chiado at wchiado@aol.com if you have an interest in these positions. 

News & Notes Continued 

Howbert Elementary School Empty Bowls Fundraiser Dinner 

Howbert Elementary School is hosting its third Empty Bowls Dinner.  Empty Bowls is an international 

grassroots effort to fight hunger.  Each community that participates follows a simple and effective for-

mat:  bowls are hand-crafted (by each and every Howbert K-5 artist), and guests are invited to a simple 

meal of bread and soup.  Guests purchase a meal and a bowl of their choice, with all proceeds going to 

Westside CARES, a local organization that helps fight hunger.  Guests keep the bowl as a reminder that 

there are always empty bowls needing to be filled. 

What:   Empty Bowls Fundraiser Dinner 

Why:   The students of Howbert work together to serve their community by creating beautiful,       

   one-of-a kind bowls and organizing a night of dinner and giving 

When:   Friday, March 8, 2019 from 5:30—7:00pm 

Where:   Howbert Elementary School Café 

Who:     Everyone is welcome! 

Pricing (please bring cash):  

 Soup Dinner & Hand-Crafted Bowl = $10 

 Just Dinner=$5 

 Just Bowl=$5 

For more information, please email Mrs. Green at Chelsea.green@d11.org 



 

We’re on the 

Web! 

example.com 
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Strategic Plan Update & Feedback Opportunities 

School District 11 is in the midst of developing a new strategic plan, which 
will serve as a framework that will guide decision making in the future.  Here 
is an update and a timeline for the development of the Strategic Plan. 

 Parents/guardians, community members, students and staff provided in-
put last month at the World Café sessions and online survey on what they 
would like to see in a new strategic plan.  The summary of the community 
input data along with updates on the progress of the strategic plan design 
is now available at www.d11.org/StrategicPlan.   

 A Core Planning Team of 30 diverse stakeholders was assembled to cre-
ate an initial draft of the long-term mission, vision, strategies, and plan 
for the school district.  The team met for 3 full days on February 21, 22, 
and 23 to arrive at a consensus draft plan. 

 This initial draft plan will be presented and discussed with the School 
Board of Education at a work session on March 6, 2019.  BOE input will be 
gathered at this work session. 

 District teams will be assembled over the coming weeks to discuss each 
specific strategy in the draft Strategic Plan.  These teams will then build 
definite plans for implementing these strategies along with specific moni-
toring measures to check periodic progress. 

 This draft version of the Strategic Plan will be presented to the District 11 
community in early April for input/feedback.  All input gathered will be 
discussed by the Core Planning Team when they assemble back again in 
early May. 

 A final consensus version will be developed which will reflect the input 
gathered from the Board of Education and D11 community.   

 The Strategic Plan will be presented for final BOE approval in June 2019 
and will be take effect for the beginning of the 2019-20 academic year. 

 
Check this website www.d11.org/StrategicPlan regularly for updates on fu-
ture opportunities to give your input on the future of our school district!  

 

 

 

D I S T R I C T  A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y  ( D A C )  

News & Notes (Continued) 

http://www.d11.org/StrategicPlan
http://www.d11.org/StrategicPlan


Enhancements to School Websites to Promote Positive Features of the School  

 The 2018 D11 Demographics Study completed by Western Demographics Inc. for D11 in November 
2018 concluded that the D11 Market Share (% of students in D11 boundaries attending D11 schools) 
dropped from the mid-80 percent range to mid-60 percent range between Oct 2009 and Oct 2016 
and has dropped even further in the last two years (See Feb 2019 DAC Newsletter).   

 As a result, Principals and schools have been strongly encouraged to enhance their school websites, 
especially the “home” and “about us” pages, to portray the positive and unique features/programs 
that make their school great.  Is your school’s website portraying your school’s best features?   

 For samples, check out Penrose ES at https://www.d11.org/Domain/32 and Queen Palmer ES at 
https://www.d11.org/Domain/16 . 

News & Notes (Continued) 

D11 Comprehensive Student Support Model – Latest Updates and Future Plans    

 At the Feb 21st DAC Meeting, Cory Notestine, Counseling Director, presented a detailed briefing on 
the latest activities and future plans regarding the D11 Comprehensive Student Support Model 
and social emotional learning in D11.   

 A copy of the briefing slides is available at https://www.d11.org/cms/lib/CO02201641/Centricity/
Domain/538/2-25-19-BOEQuarterlyReview.pdf.   

 The handouts also provide results of a Fall 2018 D11 Social Emotional Learning Survey of        
grades 3-5.   

 

These are well worth reviewing for SACs looking at the school learning environment.     

D11 Second Quarter Data Review Presented to Board of Education                                                               

and DAC Accreditation Subcommittee   

 The D-11 Second Quarter Data Review, covering district level Galileo K-12 2nd quarter ADB test re-
sults, discipline data/trends, and attendance data/trends was briefed to the Board of Education on 
Feb 20th and the DAC Accreditation Committee on Feb 25th.   

 The briefing is available at https://www.d11.org/cms/lib/CO02201641/Centricity/Domain/538/2-25
-19-BOEQuarterlyReview.pdf.  

Achievement, Learning, and Leadership (ALL) Newsletter is a Great Resource for SACs 

 The Achievement, Learning, and Leadership (ALL) Division newsletter is published monthly approxi-
mately the first of every month.  It is a great resource for keeping current on upcoming events and 
future plans in major program/curricular areas such as Personalized Learning, AVID, System Im-
provement/Achieve Team, Fine Arts, Mathematics, English Language Arts, and much more.   

 Be sure to check out updates monthly at https://www.d11.org/domain/2041 (lower right side of 
page under OTHER RESOURCES).  

https://www.d11.org/Domain/32
https://www.d11.org/Domain/16
https://www.d11.org/cms/lib/CO02201641/Centricity/Domain/538/2-25-19-BOEQuarterlyReview.pdf
https://www.d11.org/cms/lib/CO02201641/Centricity/Domain/538/2-25-19-BOEQuarterlyReview.pdf
https://www.d11.org/cms/lib/CO02201641/Centricity/Domain/538/2-25-19-BOEQuarterlyReview.pdf
https://www.d11.org/cms/lib/CO02201641/Centricity/Domain/538/2-25-19-BOEQuarterlyReview.pdf
https://www.d11.org/domain/2041


 

We’re on the 

Web! 

example.com 
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 SAC Training/Information Session Information and Updates 

SAVE THE DATE:   

SAC Training/Information Session April 4, 2019, 6:00 – 8:00 PM at Tesla:   

 This session will focus on updates and plans for 2019-2020 in several pro-

gram areas.  Watch for flyers and invites in the next few weeks providing 

details on the topics and agenda. 

 Check out the Feb DAC Newsletter https://www.d11.org/Page/5938 for 
details on the presentations given at the January 31, 2019 SAC Training/
Information session, or review the training session handouts at https://
www.d11.org/cms/lib/CO02201641/Centricity/Domain/538/SAC%
20Training%20Hand-outs%201-31-19.pdf    

 

SAC News 

Upcoming deadlines of interest to SACs 

 Galileo K-12:  Third Quarter Aligned District Benchmark (ADB) ELA and 

Math test (grades 2-8) will be Feb 25 – Mar 1, with make-up week Mar 4-

8, 2019.   School results district wide should be available by Mar 15th. 

 State tests:  Almost all state tests will be given in the month of April.  

Check out the D11 testing calendar at https://www.d11.org/cms/lib/

CO02201641/Centricity/Domain/541/Calendar.pdf for specific test dates.  

 Unified School Improvement Plans (USIPs):  Final USIPs are due to CDE by 

April 15, 2018 for posting to the CDE website. 

SAC Agenda Planning – March (Theme:  USIP updates – if needed)     Every 

month we intend to provide a reasonable flow of SAC agenda topics that meet the 

broad responsibilities of School District 11 SACs.  This is just a reference tool and indi-

vidual SACs should tailor agendas appropriate to their school needs and emphasis.  

The following are some of the agenda topics that are recommended for March 

meetings: 

 Review/discuss topics from the D11 SAC Handbook, Agenda Planning Guide for 

previous months which have not yet been addressed.    

 Review/discuss relevant 3rd quarter Galileo ADB test results, or similar test results; 

in the context of USIP goals for 2018-2019.    

 Review/discuss the school’s progress in reading, writing, math, social studies and 

science.  Is your SAC/school staff monitoring student challenges in academics, dis-

cipline, and attendance using current data from the Early Warning System?  

https://www.d11.org/Page/5938
https://www.d11.org/cms/lib/CO02201641/Centricity/Domain/538/SAC%20Training%20Hand-outs%201-31-19.pdf
https://www.d11.org/cms/lib/CO02201641/Centricity/Domain/538/SAC%20Training%20Hand-outs%201-31-19.pdf
https://www.d11.org/cms/lib/CO02201641/Centricity/Domain/538/SAC%20Training%20Hand-outs%201-31-19.pdf
https://www.d11.org/cms/lib/CO02201641/Centricity/Domain/541/Calendar.pdf
https://www.d11.org/cms/lib/CO02201641/Centricity/Domain/541/Calendar.pdf


Coronado HS/Doherty HS 

Mr. Matthew Baldwin, Coronado High School Assistant Principal, and Susan Schandoney, Doherty High 

School Library Technology Educator, achieved National Board Certification, awarded by the National 

Board for Professional Teaching Standards.  These teachers committed up to four years of intense per-

sonal, professional learning to measure their teaching practices against the highest professional teach-

ing standards in the country.  The DAC congratulates them on achieving this highest credential in the 

teaching profession. 

Coronado HS 

Sophie Urban, a sophomore at Coronado HS received a silver medal at the Vienna International Music 

Competition for her outstanding musical talent on the trumpet.  In addition she was also accepted into 

three very competitive summer music camps.  She has chosen to attend Curtis Summerfest Young Artist 

program in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Sophie will also be going on a tour to Europe this summer with 

the Denver Young Artist Orchestra. 

District 

Several District 11 Elementary Schools hosted guest readers for Read Across America celebrations by 

reading classic Dr. Seuss Books. 

Edison ES 

Congratulations to Edison elementary on receiving $20,000 from the Topeka Community Foundation to 

support their outdoor learning classroom. 

Howbert ES 

The Colorado Council for Learning Disabilities has named Kim Pogue from Howbert Elementary as the 

Colorado Paraeducator of the Year.  Kim was recognized at the Courage to Risk Conference in February.  

Mrs. Pogue was chosen for this award based on her daily support of every student at Howbert, her rela-

tionships with Howbert students’ families, and her dedication and passion for all students. 

Jackson ES 

DAC would like to salute Jackson Elementary for being identified as a Showcase school for the Advance-

ment Via Individual Determination (AVID) program.  Jackson hosted their first AVID Showcase tour.    

AVID empowers students by explicitly teaching them time management, organization, collaboration, 

writing and reading skills.  Congratulations to Principal Sara Miller and her staff for using this program 

effectively to promote student learning. 

 

Congratulations to All! 

Good Things Happening in the District 


